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I’d imagine there are very few members of Dartmouth Yacht Club who aren’t used to
spending spring afternoons painting. For most of us, that painting involves Tyvek suits, foam
rollers and cans of Interlux. But on May 29th, there was a different kind of painting going
on at DYC, as members and their friends and family came together for our first paint party. 

Paint Parties have become increasingly popular in Halifax over the past 2 years. The concept
is rather simple: participants are provided with all of the materials they need (canvas,
brushes, smocks) and are walked through step-by-step in the creation of a specific painting.
Experience is not required, and while there is an element of learning how to paint and
create, the focus is definitely on having fun.

And have fun we did as artist Jacquie Boucher led us step by step through our own works of
art – a nautical scene of racing sailboats. From our first strokes outlining our boats and
where the ocean meets the sky, to putting the finishing touches on our colorful sails,
participants enjoyed an atmosphere of encouragement as Jacquie and her two assistants
made their way around the room, answering questions and providing guidance. 

But is wasn’t all about the painting. Jim MacDonald, Grant Gordon, Scott Livingstone and JC
Gouthro worked hard in the kitchen whipping up hot hors d'oeuvre and serving them to the
artists as we created our respective masterpieces. Our fabulous bar staff were likewise kept busy! 

It was delightful to see our club house so full on a Sunday afternoon, with many new faces
sprinkled amongst the members who usually attend our events. And while my first
experience attending a paint party has me convinced I’m better at painting the bottoms of
boats than the boats themselves, I look forward to giving it another try in the fall, when
we’ll host Jacquie and her team again. Watch your weekly emails for more information when
it becomes available.

Painting Can Be Fun!
By Kelly Clelland, Entertainment Chair
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Ok – if you missed this year’s DYC
Opening Regatta you missed one of
the best sailing events of the season!

Everything started with registration
on Friday Night, and I must report,
as the Rear Commodore I was very
proud to be a member of DYC. I
arrived to DYC about 1 hour late due
to personal reasons, but that made
very little difference as the DYC
members stepped in to do what was
needed and everything was set up
and running smoothing. The BBQ
and registration was well underway
with everyone doing what was
required and it sure made my day –
thank-you all!

Come Saturday the wind was
expected to be 6-8 knots but by
11:00 am it was about 4 knots so we
delayed the skippers meeting to
12:00 noon and first gun for 1pm.

Final tally was 23 boats (7 A fleet boats,
8 B fleet boats and 7 C fleet boats).

Race Committee run by BJ Nooyen
did a great job on the water running
3 (up and down) courses for the A &
B fleets and some reaching courses
for the C fleet.

The wind kept building during the
day and went from 8 knots to a
strong 15 to 18 knots by the end of
sailing on Saturday.

Sailing was done for the day but the
schedule of events was just getting
started. Kelly (DYC entertainment
chair) did a get job organizing the
food with over 100 people enjoying
great sailing conversation and
comradery and a catered Barbeque
roast beef dinner…and then music
and dancing. 

On top of that later in the evening Kelly
arranged a surprise gathering to wish
Grant a Happy 43 birthday (funny, I
thought he was older than that!).

Sunday started with the skippers
meeting at 12:00 noon with winds

forecasted at around 8 knots – well
although the start was delayed due to
shifting winds – it blew 15 knots and
grew to 22 knots. It was a big day but
all had a good time and a good day.

A hungry group game in from the
water and Richard GERSTENBERGER
and crew from the new J105 Axis
stepped up and cooked up a storm,
preparing Hamburgers and Sausages
for all in quick time.

Results for the 5 races were posted
and the top boats were:

C – Fleet 
North Wind - DYC
Janice - DYC
King of Normandy - DYC

B – Fleet
Rattle and Hum - DYC
Hyperwave – BBYC
Highhander – Armdale

A – Fleet
Matador – BBYC
Vagrant – DYC
Climax – DYC

It was a great way to start the sailing
season. I offer a huge thanks to all
those who volunteered to make the
2016 Opening fantastic and I’m
grateful to all those who participated. 

DYC Opening Regatta 2016  By Hector Saulnier, Rear Commodore
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In case you haven’t heard, DYC has a
fantastic reputation as a Yacht Club…
locally, nationally and internationally. If
you ever follow the blogs of some
travellers who have visited us here at
DYC, you’ll see that they rave about
the friendliness of the Club and how
welcomed they were made to feel
during their stay here! They also give
the facilities a very high grade. And
you should all take pride in that
because you are all a part of what
makes DYC great.

There are a few things that I would ask
of you to ensure we keep this high
rating. It doesn’t take that much effort,
but if all members participate, it makes
a huge difference. Please indulge me as
I go through a short list:

Friendly and Respectful Approach:
All members should treat others as they
themselves would like to be treated,
with kindness and respect. There is no
need for anger and
disrespect in addressing
issues, and at the end of
the day, no issue is
worth addressing with
poor conduct. We have
a great track record for
friendliness and making
guests feel welcomed –
let’s keep it up!

Keeping the Yard
Tidy: First appearances
are lasting and I get so
many compliments
about how great the
yard looks. I would ask
you to help the yard
staff by picking up litter
when you see it. Many
hands make light work
and if you are right there
in the presence of litter,
why not contribute and
pick it up!

Bathrooms: We have
successfully employed a
clean as you go policy at
DYC and I ask you to
continue with that. Our
cleaners are contracted

for 2 visits per week, and during the
summer, unless we take care of some of
it ourselves, the washrooms can get out
of control. Be a great member and wipe
the counter and sink after you use it!

Kitchen: The kitchen is often used by
members for their own purposes and I
ask that you clean up completely after
yourselves on completion. Clean-up
includes dishes, counter tops, garbage
disposal and in general, making the
kitchen look better after you used it
that it was before.

Nails in the Yard: I get a few calls
each year about someone who has
picked up a nail in their tire and has
ruined the tire as a result. At the last
Spring General Meeting, Yard
Chairman Tom Engram showed a bag
of nails, screws, bolts and other objects
which tires should never be exposed to
that were collected by the Gas Dock
team and Bob Stewart, Safety Officer.

In order to keep that material from
entering and ruining your tires, I ask
that as part of the yard clean-up after
you launch your boat in the spring,
you borrow the rolling magnet from
the Gas Dock and clean up your area.

Volunteering: All the events done at
DYC rely on volunteers…people who
care about making an event special for
all the other members and guests. The
Management Committee is a volunteer
organization that you could sign up for
if you really want to make a difference.
And there are many others, so watch
the weekly e-mail and raise your hand
the next time we are seeking help!

Finally, I thank all those who are
stewards of the Dartmouth Yacht Club
for all you do to make the Club a great
place to be!

Taking Pride in your Club   By Dan Gallina, General Manager

Club Hours
The DYC office is open Monday to

Friday 8am to 5pm.

Tender Service/
Fuel Dock Hours

Open daily 8am – 9pm

Bar Hours

Summer hours 
in effect as follows:

Mon:  4 – 10pm
Tues: Closed

Wed 4 – 11pm
Thurs 4 – 10pm

Fri 4 – 11pm
Sat: 11am – 10pm
Sun: 11am – 7pm

General
Information
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But what do they mean? 

These are on the DYC flag mast, so
these three are just the letters D Y C,
but some flags have meanings other

than just the letters of the alphabet.

Signal flags have been used for
centuries to send messages back and
forth between ships, the most famous
likely being "England Expects That All
Men Will Do Their Duty" sent from the
Victory to the other ships in the fleet
just before the battle of Trafalgar.

Most alphabet letter flags have other
meanings and many are quite common
around Halifax Harbour even in
modern times. Most have no effect on
recreational boats, but there are a few
that you should recognize and avoid.

Flag 'Alpha' means there is a diver in the
water and vessels should keep clear.
Sometimes sport divers will use a
rectangular red flag with a diagonal
white stripe on it for the same purpose
"Divers Below", but the international
signal used by commercial, navy or other
professional divers is the 'Alpha' flag. If
you see it, stay away from the area!

In future editions of the signal, we'll have
a few more that you should recognize.

New Flags for Special Occasions at DYC
By Bob Stewart, MC Rep

Flag "A"

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

Pr
B

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

ePr - chasePur
sua tuohtiwatboag niyuB

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

Insuranand chase
sua gniyubekils iyevrsu

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

syevrSuceInsuran
.xafarCa tuohtiwrcad es

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

s

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

byflseruoyctetoPr

ersolas iyevrsuA 
eptceacears trpoerruO

istears eefruO
iwtascoro

coenigneasG

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

bju"Srefffoyang niakmby

otaboa ersuniotd eriqu
S Ud annaiadanCllabyd e

wtoofrpe00.01$ylnolli
anloporeviLneewtbese

00.57$sstetnoisseprmco

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

"yevrSuotctebj

d.los arey01revo
s.retirwrdenUeniMarS 

M RHehtnihtiw
.erodeJd 

enignerep0

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

MarcitleK
sseVed an

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

foprears royevrsueniMar
s areyhtiws, rengiseDlsse

verus

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

Mastdeifilaquyllanoissef
ceneirpexeg nigoasefos 

902-446- 8340
co.eniarcmitkel@ysve

mco.eniarcmitkel

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

gnEeniMars, reniMarreMast
tnemagenamd aryd nace

mco

 
 
 

   
 

          
          

 
         

       
 

          
      

 
        

 
       

       
 

  
  

    

s reeni
erohas . 



5



6

Updating the DYC By-Laws By Bob Stewart, Policy Rep

In the last issue of the Signal I wrote
about updating the rules that govern the
Club, just like you should update a Last
Will and Testament at least every five
years. We are past due, so the
Management Committee has done a
complete review and will recommend
several amendments at the Fall General
Meeting in October. (Take note of a
motion to that effect.)

So, what's changing, you ask? Well we
recommend a whole bunch of little
changes like 'NSYA' to 'Sail Canada'; billing
by email is OK now; Crew member to
'Crew/Social' member; 'Outport' member
to be someone living outside 100 kms
from DYC; adding 'current edition' to our
meeting reference - CALL TO ORDER;
adding the role of Nominating Committee
for the Trustees; adding the GM as a non-
voting member of the Management
Committee; and adding a reference to
club policies in several places throughout.

There are a few more significant
amendments as well. We recommend
adding a reference to safe-guarding the
environment in our Memorandum of
Association; changing the Club contract
signatories to 'any two (elected) Club

Officers'; clarifying the penalties for late
payment of dues and fees, rules for
former members rejoining the Club and
junior members; changing the
procedures for a disciplinary hearing and
appeal and for nominating volunteers for
the Management Committee.

Changes to our By-laws require a vote in
favour by 75% of the members at a Club
general meeting and approval of the
Registrar of Joint Stocks before taking
effect. The current plan is to complete
the Management review and post the
recommended revised version on the
members' section of the DYC website this
summer. Once that is done, the GM will
notify everyone so members can look
over the suggested changes before the
Fall General Meeting (FGM). 

There will be a formal notice of motion
to approve the revised by-laws in the
notice for the FGM. As provided for in
Art. 12.5 of the current by-laws, the
motion will be made on behalf of the
Management Committee. The specific
changes will be available to all members
to peruse beforehand and the motion
will be to approve the complete new
version of the by-laws.

If a member wishes to object to any
specific change, he or she may make a
motion to amend the approval motion
by identifying the specific change to be
deleted from the overall approval vote.

A motion to amend another motion
requires a seconder, concurrence of the
Chair indicating that the amendment is
appropriate, and a vote. If the vote to
amend the motion is successful, a vote to
approve the new version of the by-laws
would not include the provision excluded
by the amendment. Then the main
motion vote would be taken, and a vote
of 75% of those attending would
endorse the revised by-laws. After that,
the excluded article would be discussed
and passed separately, amended, or
returned to its present configuration.

It all sounds a little convoluted, but if
you think about it, it makes sense, and
it's the process we have to follow under
the current Club rules. Watch for the
notice in July, have a look at the
revisions, and be informed. You might
just learn something about the
Dartmouth Yacht Club.
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Europe

The Most Inclusive River Cruise Line in Europe

•  Complimentary drinks all day, including your ensuite minibar restocked daily
•  The largest sailing suites in Europe
•  All shore excursions are included
• Scenic Enrich - Exclusive and unforgettable once in a lifetime experiences 
• Fly FREE on most cruises and 2-for-1 business class offers on 2016 select France 

cruises (applies to new bookings for a limited time only)

5 Reasons to Cruise with Scenic Luxury Cruises & Tours

Scenic Luxury Cruises & Tours is the most inclusive river cruise line in the waterways of Europe. With Scenic, the 
perks and privileges come included. When we say all-inclusive, we mean it.

From our signature Scenic All-Inclusive philosophy (the most inclusions of any River Cruise line), our state-of-the- 
art fleet of Scenic ‘Space-Ships’, our impeccable 5-star luxury service onboard, to our handcrafted moments of  
wonder onshore – Scenic is delivering in all areas of its award-winning luxury river cruises. 84% of our suites have  
the exclusive Scenic ‘Sun-Lounge’ which, at the push of a button, creates an open air balcony suite. 

Each Scenic River Cruise experience offers a personal butler for every guest with 24-hour room service, unlimited 
drinks all day, airport transfers to and from the ship, tipping and gratuities, and all shore excursions.

019-0116
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Denise Hanuska - The Destination Experts
1.866.899.8969 ext 244  |  dhanuska@TheDestinationExperts.com
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Harbour Safety Meeting 2016 
By Bob Stewart, MC Safety & Policy

The annual Harbour Safety meeting was hosted by Sail NS again
in the last week of May. There were representatives of several
user groups there to hear the latest information and concerns
from interested organizations. The list of attendees this year
included: the HRM Police - Marine Division, Halifax Bridge
Commission, Cdn Power & Sail Sqns, Halifax Port Authority &
Harbour Pilots, Waterfront Development Corp, and the five local
yacht clubs. The following is a synopsis of the presentations:

Frank Denis, the Executive Director of Sail NS (formerly NSYA)
indicated that Sail NS had been leading the lobbying of
Transport Canada to reduce the number and types of flares
required on board and and force retail outlets to dispose of
expired flares.

We heard from Transport Canada (TC) that they are still studying a
reduction in flare requirements when another signalling device
(e.g.VHF/DSC or EPIRB) is onboard, and aligning PFD requirements
with US and ISO standards. (Not approved in Canada yet.) 

Pleasure craft licencing is now available online, so
people can get licence numbers for a boat
immediately after they buy it rather than having to
wait while mailed applications are processed and
returned. Licence renewal requirements will
change from ten years to five years in order to
keep information more current than it is now. 

There was a discussion regarding Licensing versus
Registering a boat. Licensing only requires
applying online and then displaying the boat
licence number on the bow. Registering is for
larger vessels and any that expect to go to the US,
and that requires measuring the boat by a
qualified surveyor, applying, and then putting the
name and port of registry on the stern. 

Boat licence numbers are going to be put into the
CPIC (Cdn Police Info Centre) for easier boat owner
identification checks. Apparently the TC national
boat registry is already online, but the licence
numbers are not yet readily available to police.

Taking an unlicensed boat out on the water is like
driving an unlicensed car. No license equals no
insurance, so if you don't have your license number
on your boat, beware!

Sarah-Jane Raine of the Power Sqn said they
would be doing the complimentary vessel safety
inspections again this summer. (At DYC, Mary
Ridgewell - ridgewm@eastlink.ca, 902-463-2108,
will be doing them as well.) These are free
inspections and the results are purely for the
benefit of the boat owners and are not reported
to the government, police or any other agency.

A representative from the Halifax Port Authority
stressed that all vessels should listen out on CH
12 in the Harbour. He reminded everyone that

big ships have very limited visibility and slow manoeuvring
capabilities - especially in the Narrows, so look out and stay
very clear!

He said they are expecting about 140 cruise ship visits this
year with at least one carrying almost 5000 passengers. Again,
beware and stay clear. All boaters are encouraged to read the
'Port Practices and Procedures' Manual on the website to see
speed limits in certain waterfront areas, etc. Web address:
www.portofhalifax.ca

Halifax Regional Police, Marine Division, Sgt Joe Collins,
(cell/text - 902-456-1682, collinj@halifax.ca) said they deal
mostly with cruise ship issues, but they are trying to do more
on-water boat checks and now have ten police boat operators,
five boats and more coming.

According to the Canada Shipping Act his officers are legally
permitted to check any boat anytime for safety equipment
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and/or open alcohol while moving (like cars). Even unopened
beer in a cooler within reach of the helm is illegal. They will
check safety gear and, if inadequate, may lay charges, and
they work with the RCMP on the Coastal Watch program.

If you have an on-water emergency, call CH 16; on land call 911.

From the Waterfront Development Corporation: there is free
day-berthing at WDC floats downtown, in Bedford, etc, but
overnight berthing costs $1.25/ft. He recommended calling
and booking space in advance, especially for overnights.
Register and get a sticker for your boat so you can tie up to a
WDC downtown and be identified in case something happens
to the boat or it has to be moved, etc. (902-233-6982,
www.my-waterfront.ca)

There is a long list of waterfront events for 2016 which is
available at my-waterfront.ca . (It includes the DYC Poker Run
on 16 July.) Expect more big yachts in town again this year.

There are 150 ft of floats at McNabs Island now and they're
working with Parks Canada regarding establishing shore
facilities. Also, they're adding 80 ft of dinghy docks in
Lunenburg and they've bought the former Dartmouth Coast
Guard Base, so expect development there.

DYC member Steve Snider gave an excellent update on the
"Big Lift" project to replace the old bridge deck and raise the
centre of the span by 2.5 meters. There won't be much impact
on recreational boating as most of the work will be done at
night on weekends. 

There is a marked channel for boats east of the east tower, and
it's recommended that sailboats use power only through that
channel. There is lots of publicity for the project and any
changes to work times are well advertised. Monitor CH 12 in
the area. 

He also stressed that it's a NO WAKE ZONE around the area
when work is in progress. The "Big Lift" website is: thebiglift.ca.
(Check out the Time Lapse Video set to music online.) For
more info, phone 902-463-2800 or 902-406-5438.

For more information contact Sail NS (formerly NSYA) - Frank
Denis, Executive Director, 902-425-5450, ext 312, email:
office@sportnovascotia.ca; website:
http://www.sailnovascotia.ca

Think Safety - Be Safe!
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Contact
Information

Dartmouth Yacht Club
697 Windmill Road
Dartmouth, NS

B3B 1B7
Tel: 902-468-6050
Fax: 902-468-0385

dyc@ns.sympatico.ca
www.dyc.ns.ca

Newsletter
Information

The Signal is published
4 times a year:

It is available at the 
DYC Clubhouse
and posted at
www.dyc.ns.ca

EDITOR
Dan Gallina
DYC Office

ADVERTISING
Contact DYC Office

Tel: 468-6050 
to place an ad.

ADVERTISING RATES
Full Page - $100
1/2 Page - $75
1/4 Page - $50
Bus Card - $25

SUBMISSIONS
Articles and photos will

be considered for
publication subject to

space and topic.
Must be digital.

IMAGE & AD
SPECIFICATIONS

Supply via email. PC or
Mac compatible JPEG,
Tiff, EPS or pdf files
Image resolutions
should be at least 

250 dpi, sent attached
to your email not
placed in a word

document.

NEXT DEADLINE
Deadline for next 
issue submissions 
for articles and 

advertising will be 
Thursday, Sept 15, 2016.

DESIGN & PRODUCTION
Jennifer Stone

Michael Owen
Trial Lawyer

Estate & Probate Disputes
Family Law & Divorce Disputes

Personal Injury

52 King Street
Dartmouth, NS B2Y 2R5

Direct: (902) 499-0433  |  Fax:  (902) 423-4009
E-mail: mowenbarr@mikeowen.ca


